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This document identifies six exit status categories to be applied by Reading Recovery 
and Descubriendo la Lectura (DLL) teachers to indicate their decisions regarding 
the literacy performance of individual students at the end of their series of Reading 
Recovery or DLL lessons.  These six exit status categories are effective beginning with 
participating students in the 2020-2021 academic year.
   
The adoption of these exit status categories by the U.S. Trainers (March 2020) resulted 
from comprehensive efforts to develop, study, and recommend alternatives by a 
designated Task Force.  Surveys and pilot studies conducted with Reading Recovery 
and DLL trainers, teacher leaders, and teachers during the 2019-2020 academic year 
confirmed the efficacy and benefits of these exit categories for communicating student 
performance as instruction ends. The Task Force members included: Billie Askew,     
Mary Anne Doyle, Salli Forbes, Mary Lose, Debra Rich, Jim Schnug, Journey Swafford, 
and Annette Torres Elias.  

To begin, the Task Force emphasizes that all Reading Recovery students are entitled to 
a full series of lessons. A full series of lessons is 20 weeks of instruction. For children 
whose lessons begin at second or third entry points, the resulting time for lessons may 
be fewer than 20 weeks as the academic year will end without sufficient time for 20 
weeks of instruction.  

We are proposing the new categories displayed in the table on page 3. The category 
‘Accelerated Progress: Achieved Intervention Goal’ is assigned to those students who 
accelerate to a level of proficiency commensurate with their age cohort, and this may 
occur at any point within the series of lessons (i.e., with 20 weeks of instruction or with 
fewer than 20 weeks of instruction). 

The second positive outcome designations (‘Progressed: Monitoring and Supplementary 
Support are Essential for Ongoing Literacy Progress’ and ‘Recommended: Additional 
Evaluation and Ongoing Intervention are Essential for Ongoing Literacy Progress’)  
are assigned at the end of the student’s access to Reading Recovery instruction, and 
that is after 20 weeks of instruction. If the school year ends before a child has received 
20 weeks of instruction, and he has not achieved ‘Accelerated Progress: Achieved 
Intervention Goal,’ the category of ‘Incomplete’ is assigned.  

The ‘None of the Above’ category is used for a student who was removed from lessons 
under unusual circumstances with fewer than 20 weeks of instruction. The decision to 
remove a student is made by someone other than the Reading Recovery teacher, e.g., 
reassigning the child to kindergarten. ‘Moved’ is the category used for those students 
who move away from the school before receiving a full series of lessons (20 weeks of 
instruction). 

Introduction
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New Status Categories Prior Status Categories

Accelerated Progress: Achieved Intervention Goal “Discontinued”

Progressed: Monitoring and Support are Essential 
for Ongoing Literacy Progress New Category

Recommended:  Additional Evaluation and 
Ongoing Intervention are Essential for Ongoing 
Literacy Progress 

“Recommended”

Moved “Moved” (no change)

Incomplete “Incomplete” (no change)

None of the Above “None of the Above” (no change)

←
Exit Status Categories

Making Exit Decisions
This document does not replace Chapter 7 in Literacy Lessons Designed for Individuals, 
2nd edition (Clay, 2016). Although it is hoped that it will support that chapter as teachers 
make decisions about exit status categories, a careful reading of Chapter 7 should precede 
all exit decisions.
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It is important to remember that Reading Recovery and Descubriendo la Lectura yield two 
positive outcomes:

•	 children who “are able to catch up with their classmates in a short-term intervention” 
	 (Clay, 2016, p. 19);

•	 a few children who “do not make enough progress to ensure they will survive in their classrooms 
	 without continuing support” and plans are made to support each child that can be “tailored to 
	 his current educational needs.”  (See Clay, 2016, p. 19)



Marie Clay tells us that “In the Observation Survey an emphasis will be placed on the operations or strategic 
activities that are used in reading and writing rather than test scores or disabilities” (Clay, 2013, p. 34).  “The 
term literacy processing is used for mental activities initiated by the child to problem-solve the puzzle of 
getting the messages from a text, or putting messages into texts” (Clay, 2019, p. 34).

This especially applies to ‘Taking Records of Reading Continuous Texts – Running Records.’  Running 
Records call for analysis at three levels: (1) the kinds of information used when processing the information 
in the text; (2) the kinds of information neglected when processing the information in the text; and (3) 
statements about how the reading sounded. (See Clay, 2013, p. 128; 2019, p. 129)

“Young constructive readers and writers work at problem-solving sentences and messages, choose between 
alternatives, read and write sentences, work on word after word, with the flexibility to change responses 
rapidly at any point. As they attend to several different kinds of knowledge, they are searching, selecting, 
rejecting, self-monitoring, and self-correcting” (Clay, 2016, p. 7).

Literacy processing is the cornerstone of Literacy Lessons Designed for Individuals. Selected pages with 
lists of strategic activities within that processing system include pages 43, 141, and 187.  Also see page 22 in 
An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement (Clay, 2013; 2019) for a description of an independent 
learner in a literacy processing perspective.

Marie Clay explains that stanines redistribute raw scores according to a normal curve in nine groups, from a low 
of 1 to a high of 9. They allow a comparison between a child who was assessed and a large random sample of their 
grade-level peers. Clay also argues that stanines are ‘temporary progress categories’ that can change over time. The 
following chart displays suggested stanine ranges presented as a guide for each of the three Exit Status Categories.

Stanine Range
5 – 6 range Child should be able to participate in the average classroom activities.

7 – 9 range Child is probably eager to reach out to more complex or challenging tasks.

3 – 4 range Child is already struggling with average tasks in the class and needs extra teacher 
attention if this is to be changed.

1 – 2 range Child is unlikely to ‘catch up’ without immediate, intensive, expert teaching.
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Emphasis on 
Literacy Processing

Use of  Stanines

Clay further argues that stanines should not be summed or averaged.  

“Stanines are particularly useful for quite a different reason. It makes no sense to compare the raw scores of a 
child across the survey tasks because each task has a different total score. Stanines can be used to compare a 
pupil’s scores across the various tasks because all the scores are placed on the same measuring scale, from 1 to 
9. A pupil’s scores can be compared on several quite different types of observations, and knowing the highs and 
lows of a pupil’s performance profile can help with the planning of instruction.” (Clay, 2013, p. 126 or See Clay, 
2019, p. 126)

In the following discussion of evidence, the use of stanines is presented for five of the Survey tasks; text reading 
is considered separately in a description of each proposed status category.
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